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From the Chairman

The President’s Piece

In the last few weeks Royal Mail
announced
the
stamp
programme for 2016. Needless
to say you will need deep
pockets to acquire everything
that has been promised, and
indeed there may well be further
additions during the year. You
will probably, like me and many
other right-minded philatelists,
have given up collecting all GB new issues long ago.

I suspect that like me, you all have
mixed feelings about our recent
Stamp and Postcard Fair. For me
both as a collector and Society
President the day was an excellent
event, but at great cost. Not that I
spent too much with all of the top
class dealers we had invited – of
course not (nor would I admit to
such failings in print anyway). My
great cost was physical incapacity
on the few days following.

This coming year we have subjects as diverse as the
Duke of Edinburgh Awards (28 January), Landscape
Gardens (16 August), Music Giants (7 July) and the
Great Fire of London (2 September). Not only we will
get the usual sets of four or five, but also
commemorative sheets, prestige stamp booklets,
Post & Go stamps and generic sheets. Altogether 23
separate releases! The only glimmer of light for me
personally is the “Shackleton and the Endurance
Expedition” set (7 January), which will fit very nicely in
th
my polar explorers thematic collection and the “400
Anniversary of the Death of William Shakespeare” (5
April), which will, no doubt, produce some special
hand stamped covers for Stratford-upon-Avon. So
many collections of mint new issues end up being
sold to dealers way below face value, who will then
sell them on to collectors at slightly below face value
to use for postage. Perhaps the answer is to collect a
theme (or topic, as the Americans call it), invest only
in a few new issues which have a genuine place in
your collection and this at least will help you to
support Royal Mail in a small way, without
bankrupting yourself.

We had planned on having some help on both Friday
and Saturday evenings to assist us is moving all of
the heavy tables, chairs and desks around to set the
Fair up. Unfortunately things changed and we had no
alternative but to do it all ourselves. But in true
Society tradition members rose to the task splendidly
and we set things up without too much mishap; and
we took it all down again in seemingly record time. I
was amazed at what members much older than me
were carrying and moving around. Perhaps stamp
collecting does this to people! Of course for me the
price paid for all of this heavy activity is only
controlled with very strong medication. Maybe other
members were in similar prone positions for day
afterwards too?

Christmas is fast approaching we are almost half way
through the season at Redditch. Can I urge you to
put together a nine-sheet entry for our competition
th
night on 7 January? Every entry is welcome and
even if you think you cannot compete with some of
our members it is worthwhile entering just to learn
how you can improve your entries in future. Everyone
has to start somewhere. In addition in 2016 we have
two societies visiting us with displays and three
visiting speakers, together with the usual members’
th
evenings and the annual dinner on 25 February. So
much to look forward to!
Alan Godfrey
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The Fair itself was an absolute success due mainly to
our exhaustive planning and preparation. We got
people through the door; we had the right mix of
Dealers; we facilitated a number of national Society
meetings and we had the right balance of well-priced
refreshments. I was surprised, and very pleased, at
seeing many more eminent collectors there, who you
would only normally see at Stampex; with a lot of
Dealers congratulating us and asking “How did we get
xxx to come along to a local Fair?” - truly an excellent
indicator of “How to put a successful Society Fair
together.” I must publicly thank everyone who
undertook all of the various jobs however easy or
daunting, not just over the weekend but also over the
last 2–3 years. This reflected in such a smoothly run
event, and drew such favourable comments from the
many collectors who came and supported us. Finally I
can safely say that for us here at Redditch, it was yet
another tremendous event and another positive
advert that philately really is alive and kicking – it just
needs handling properly. Thank you everyone for
helping to make yet another premier Midlands event.
Malcolm Allinson
Copyright © Redditch Philatelic Society 2015
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RICHARD NICOL
It is a very sad task that I
have to report Richard Nicol
passed away suddenly at
the beginning of December.
Although he was in hospital
at the time having recently
undergone a successful
operation, it was still a great
shock to hear the news just
36 hours after visiting him
and seeing him looking well,
in such good spirits and
looking forward with some
optimism.
Richard and his family moved to the Redditch area in
1972, transferring from London to work at Cadbury’s
in their IT Department. He soon joined the Society
and quickly became involved in all our activities.
As he lived just across the road from me at that time,
it soon became normal to share lifts to meetings.
This soon extended to sharing visits to other Societies
and Fairs.
I have a memory of many years ago at one of our
Society Christmas parties where Richard led a party
game where he sat in the middle of the room covered
with a tablecloth and we had to identify various
objects on his lap tray from their sound only.
Someone, and I cannot remember who after all these
years, suggested that for a bit of fun we all leave very
quietly. This we duly did and left Richard alone under
his tablecloth, totally oblivious that he was
“performing” to an empty room. Of course when he
found out, he took it in good spirit and enjoyed the
joke as much as the rest of us (almost). He could
never offend anyone; it simply was not his nature.
As with all hobbies, the natural extension is that
families then become friends, and the initial common
interest branches out into many other social activities.
With Richard and Hilda this invariably involved food,
wine, beer and discourse long into many nights;
sometimes stamp collecting was discussed too! I am
happy to say that Jackie and myself regarded them
both as friends first. For one very sociable evening in
particular, it can now be recorded that the taxi home
arrived BEFORE the dessert was served - such was
the intensity of everyone having a good time we
forgot to eat, and the late hour caught up with us all.
On another occasion we had been invited to dinner,
and when we arrived Richard was apoplectic. He had
just found out that his cellar was devoid of any red
wine at all. As a true aficionado though, he was
simply more concerned as to the lack of wine than
what any of his guests might think. We managed.!!

conversation made perfect sense. He was simply
way ahead of us all, although failing to get
“conjunctivitis” as the answer to a clue in The Times
crossword once when all around him responded in
unison immediately with the answer, did prove he was
occasionally fallible. Richard considered the rest of
us were only “The Sun Coffee-time” level as far as
crosswords were concerned and took quite a while to
be convinced that this was indeed the correct answer.
‘Conjunctivitis’ thus became a slightly derogatory
byword in the lexicon of our stamp collecting when
out and about with Richard after that.
As with all of us eventually, Richard’s collecting
narrowed to the Seychelles as his specialist subject.
He also joked that Hilda collected Mauritius, except
Hilda always denied this. This was in fact a ruse, to
be able to add early Mauritius material to his albums
without incurring too much “stamp widow wrath”. He
built up a very extensive collection over many years,
and sourced his material world-wide. Quite often
packages delivered by the postman had to be
retrieved from the doormat before they were spotted
by Hilda, and thus commented upon; and spending
days with Richard at Auction houses was an
enjoyable time when we would all be effusive about
each other’s acquisitions – Richard’s haul quite often
topping everyone else for beauty and rarity.
Richard was a member of the Society for over 40
years and served it extremely well. He was at various
times, Treasurer, Chairman or President, undertaking
all three of those roles on more than one occasion.
He also became our delegate to the Three Counties
Federation and eventually that organisations final
President, despite many concerted attempts behind
the scenes to keep the organisation in being. In the
face of widespread apathy from many other member
Societies, Richard had to finally admit defeat and let
things take their inevitable course. A sad time indeed
not only for Richard but for those of us too, who
believed passionately in that Federation.
In later years, Richard took more of a back seat in
Society affairs; his failing memory sadly taking its
relentless toll. However his enthusiasm for his
collecting continued undiminished. Richard was a
“one off” and was clearly respected and much-loved
by his many friends who took all of his foibles, quirks
and idiosyncrasies in their stride - simply because he
was Richard. We offer our sincere condolences to
Alastair, and share with him the loss. Richard was
simply “irreplaceable”.
Malcolm Allinson

There are many stories of Richard and his propensity
for lateral thinking, sometimes more than 90° lateral
thinking which left even the most attentive listener
somewhat floundering. But Richard was always right,
and once you had followed that same right angle the
Society Newsletter No. 27 Winter 2015
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EDITORIAL

SOCIETY PROGRAMME:
Yet another Newsletter demands
attention in order to make it
legible, readable and enjoyable. I
do hope the final result ticks all of
those boxes, and many more
besides. I was looking through
some past copies recently and the
thought struck me that our
Newsletter has been consistently
good for a long time.

Whilst the editing bit does take a fair amount of time
to make things look right, the content is more
important, as without any text or illustrations any
Newsletter is no good at all - even if you engage the
best Editor in the world. This brings me to this year’s
Christmas appeal.
Whilst ruminating on your
Christmas lunch, why not settle down and put pen to
paper or fingers to keyboard and produce an article
for the next Newsletter? It takes a lot to keep our
standards up to what we expect and doesn’t/
shouldn’t all come from the same pen. So do please
have a go and when you have 300 or 600 words,
send them to me and I will marshal them into their
rightful place in the next edition of Halcyon.

Our season continues with an exciting array and
variety of meetings. Meetings for the remainder of
the year are listed here. Do come along.
Disappointment cannot be reversed!
th

January 7
st
January 21
February 4

February 18

th

February 25

th

rd

March 3
th
March 17
March 19
th
April 7

th

th

April 14
st
April 21

One item I have just acquired is certainly taking a bit
more research than normal and is thus giving value
for money. I am currently in the depths of TransSiberian Railway timetables in order confirm what the
Dealer has described, and so far things are looking
good. It is also keeping me in the Stamp Room far
longer than it should, but sacrifices do have to be
made!!!.

th

May 5

As is now customary, I would like to thank David
Gillespie and Robin Jarman (both twice); Paul Veal,
Chris Jackson and Alan Godfrey for their
contributions to this edition of Halcyon.
Finally may I look forward to seeing you at future
meetings. Best wishes for Christmas and the New
Year.
Malcolm Allinson

and

Society visit by Leamington PS
Auction Preview – Members only.
Society Auction
Member’s Show and Tell.

Society Visit by Streetley PS

May 19

Three sheet Competition:
Letters X Y Z

nd

June 2

June 16

th

Guest Speaker: Nick BridgewaterThe Ottoman Empire and Albania
Chairman’s Evening

Other Philatelic Events for the Diary
The next few regional and national events are listed
together here. Please add these events to your
diaries, and support them by attending where you
can. Only patronage helps ensure these events
continue.
(Details may change. Please check with event organiser for
confirmation.)
th

My appeal in the last issue of Halcyon for scans of
album pages has not been too well supported. Do
please have a look through your collections and send
in suitable pages to entertain others. As stated last
time - “Sharing knowledge is a keystone to any
successful hobby.”

Annual
General
Meeting
Members One Sheet Displays
Society Annual Dinner:
Archers Restaurant

Society Visit to Wombourne PS
Member’s Display: “Queen Elizabeth”

th

The “new” collection is starting to take shape. More
items are being added almost daily, and so Christmas
gifts (to others) will have to be postponed in the
singular pursuit of one’s hobby. Depending on your
point of view this does mean that your Editor is truly
selfish or focussed on the job in hand! I suspect the
vote would be close.

th

Annual Society competitions
Guest Speaker: John Smith –
Transatlantic Mail.
Guest Speaker: Colin Searle –
The Philatelic Congress of Great
Britain

th

15 – 16 January 2016
York Stamp Fair
York Racecourse YO23 1EX
th
th
5 – 6 February 2016 *
LIVERPOOL
Liner Hotel, Lord Nelson Street LIVERPOOL
L3 5QB
th
th
17 – 20 February 2016 *
STAMPEX
BDC Islington
LONDON N1 0QH
th
th
11 – 12 March 2016 *
SOUTHERN ENGLAND STAMP SHOW
Farnborough Leisure Centre
Farnborough
Hampshire GU14 7LD
* Celebrating 60 years of Stampex; the British National Stamp
exhibition.
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Royal Mail stamp issues for 2016

SOCIETY MEETING REPORTS

Below is the latest published list of Royal Mail new
issues for 2016.

Thursday 15th October
Single Sheet Competition

Date

Title

7 Jan

Shackleton and the Endurance
Expedition

28 Jan

Duke of Ediinburgh Awards 60th
Anniversary

17 Feb

Royal Mail (500 years)
P+G Royal Mail Heritage Transport

18 Feb
15 March

Penny Red Generic Sheet and
Royal Mail Heritage PSB
British Humanitarians

March/April

New definitives for tariff change

5 April

William Shakespeare (400th Ann.
of Death)

21 April

HM The Queen 90th Birthday

25 April

ANZAC - World War I

17 May

Animail

28 May

New York 2016 FIP Exhibition

21 June

Great War 2016

7 July

Music Icons (Pink Floyd)

28 July

Beatrix Potter

16 Aug

Landscape Gardens

2 Sept

Great Fire of London

14 Sept

P+G Lady Birds

15 Sept

Agatha Christie

14 Oct

Battle of Hastings 950 years

20 Oct

TBA

8 Nov

Christmas

14 Nov

P+G Christmas issue

15 Nov

Lunar New Year of the Rooster

Of course, issue dates may change so always check
with your local Post office first.

The evening commenced with a detailed discussion
on car parks, sack trucks and how to stick signs on
walls. It was explained that a foyer was the bit
between an entrance and an exhibition hall. Yes, the
Stamp Fair and Convention at St. Benedict’s High
School, Alcester, was almost upon us.
Following closely on from this briefing came tonight’s
main attraction, the annual 1-sheet competition.
Entries were placed on display and judging was as
usual performed by the assembled hordes. Extreme
precautions were implemented to ensure that no
individual entrant could secure more than one of the
top six positions. The methodology remains highly
secretive and heavily guarded, and is passed down
through the generations to the “appointed one”. The
present possessor of the knowledge is Mr. Chris.
Jackson, who proceeded to both perform the rites and
announce the results.
First position was awarded to Roger for his Brunswick
Star Cancellation entry. This was purchased for its
plate number, the uniqueness of the cancellation was
only subsequently realised.
Second was a much travelled Zeppelin Cover shown
by Lyle. Most of its travelling appears to have taken
place before it came into Lyle’s possession.
Third place went to Chris himself for a Tristan da
Cunha to Worcestershire cover with blue handstamp,
no postage ‘labels’ having yet been issued.
Fourth came Ralph with a display relating to Isambard
Kingdom Brunel, comprising two covers carried on
the ‘Great Western’, plus stamps depicting the Great
Western, Great Britain and Great Eastern
respectively. Fifth was Alan with mail paid via a
Wilkinson Penny Slot Machine. This was an
unsuccessful experiment giving a red ‘postage paid’
mechanical handstamp (is such an apparent
contradiction possible?) in return for a penny in the
slot.
In sixth position was a sheet showing Birmingham
Double Obliterations (known of course to us envelope
enthusiasts as BDO’s), two post- 'star’ penny red
covers from Birmingham to Cheltenham and Ledbury
respectively, one of the cancellations being previously
unrecorded.
In addition to gaining points for position, all of the
above entries scored points towards the Club
Championship.
Finally our Chairman thanked everyone for entering
with a wish that we get even more entries next year.
David Gillespie
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Thursday 6th November 2015
Easy Quiz Night
The evening started with a brief review of the
Society’s stamp fair recently held in Alcester. The
general view was that this had been a very successful
event and a full report is expected later. Chris
Jackson said we had charged dealers £1,150 and
cleared about £200, taking everything into account.
The chairman then announced that Mr C. Tenant,
who had been expected tonight to supervise the quiz,
had had to cry off due to a sore throat. However, the
chairman stepped in to run the quiz himself.
Numbers seemed a bit down on recent years but five
teams of two were soon set up and team names
required; we could only come up with the rather weak
“the Players”. Mr Tenant’s questions didn’t seem to
be any easier than those in previous quizzes and
served to reveal again how much one doesn’t know or
can’t recall within the time allowed. An innovation
though was a general knowledge section in the break
based a bit on TV’s “Pointless” – quick now, a river
beginning with F…double points if no one else comes
up with the same one. Trying to think of rare answers
soon proved counter-productive for us with a strong
danger of not finishing and some of our most obvious
easy answers…animal beginning with D…dog,
sometimes scored double anyway.
At the end the winners were announced: first –
“Pointless”, second – “Anglo-Italians”, and third –
“The Players”, hooray!

of Lords from 1641. Civil war letters included a
campaign letter from Berkeley Castle and a letter
from Prince Rupert re intelligence of Essex horse
troop movement including 2000 men in Taunton and
possibly 4000 horse. A late gem in the first half was a
‘Haste Post Haste’ letter from 1643.
The second half started with a copy of the 1660 Act of
Parliament setting out the rules of the Post. Early
Bishop Marks were followed by examples of both
types of Dockwra; one with a large letter for the office
and the other with a smaller letter and the addition of
two letters for the day of the week.
The ‘X’ handstamps of the Exeter cross post are
incredibly rare (and expensive) and yet Malcolm
showed no less than six of them Bridgewater; Wells;
Bath; Wooton under Edge; Shrewsbury and
Whitchurch.'
Left: Letter from Tiverton to
Exeter 18 August 1699, with
Exeter “E / AG /19“ mark of the
Great Cross Post, begun in
1696.

A letter of 1688/9 referred to
the ‘Great Frost’ when the
river Thames froze over. A
final item was of particular
interest to many members as
it was the nearest mark to
Redditch a BIRMINGHAM CHANDELIER, a very
short lived handstamp of which only a handful of
examples exist.

Paul Veal

Thursday 19th November 2015
Guest Speaker: Malcolm Ray Smith
British Postal History
On October 1st we were treated to what was, without
doubt, the finest display of early British Postal History
that has ever been seen at our Society, combined
with a detailed history of why, when and how the
posts came into existence and then developed.
The first half (90 sheets) covering British Inland Posts
before 1660 was remarkable, especially when you
consider many postal historians only start at 1635 at
the earliest.
Malcolm explained the development of the system of
runners and horses to deliver letters originally for the
Monarch to enable them to administer the country; a
system which was especially useful in times of war
but was too expensive for peacetime. The first items
were multiple signed Privy Council letters relating to
the Monarch’s court proceedings, these were followed
with examples of Corsini letters. Queen Elizabeth the
th
First signature from 25 May 1576 was above her
great seal. Early ship letters from 1587 and 1588
were followed by the only Corsini letter from Lyon to
London in1590. There was a Dover foot post letter
from 1637 and a Chester foot post letter to the House
Society Newsletter No. 27 Winter 2015

The very rare Birmingham “Chandelier”

All in all an excellent evening with a fine display of the
most amazing British Postal History complemented by
the speakers in depth knowledge and very easy
presentation.
Malcolm Allinson

Malcolm Ray Smith with a first year Bishop Mark
for November 22 1661
Copyright © Redditch Philatelic Society 2015
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Thursday 19th November 2015
Guest Speaker: Austin Meares
Norfolk Island
Tonight’s offering has been eagerly awaited ever
since it was confirmed that Austin would be bringing
along yet another collection to show us. This was his
third visit to the Society and we were thoroughly
entertained with Norfolk Island. Earlier in the day a
few of us members had asked each other where
Norfolk Island was situated. I have to admit that none
of us knew, and even our guesses it turns out were a
few thousand miles wrong! We decided to leave it to
Austin to divulge the all-important answer.
Austin delivered his display in two halves, splitting
each half to cover each of the three distinct periods in
the life of Norfolk Island – the discovery, colonisation
and the development of the Penal Colony; the
Migration of the Pitcairn Islanders; and the Melanesia
Missionary period.
Norfolk Island is approximately 5 miles by 4 miles and
lies off the east coast of Australia, some “290 leagues
east north east, quarter east” (900 miles and 17
degrees in modern navigation) of Port Jackson in
New South Wales; Port Jackson is now of course
more commonly referred to as Sydney. Norfolk Island
was first discovered by Captain Cook in October 1774
and named after the Duchess of Norfolk (who had
died in 1773, but Cook was not yet aware her death)

Francis Chichester at Norfolk Island during his flight.

First flight cover from Lord Home Island to Australia,
June 1931, signed by Francis Chichester.

World War II brought censorship and we saw the
three postmarks used at that time: No 1, 2 and 3.
The island was occupied by the New Zealand Forces
during the War

The first stamps used on Norfolk were those of Van
Diemen’s Land – the colonial authority responsibly for
the island’s administration. The first Post Office
opened in 1832, and whilst extremely rare, we saw
some early material from 1863 onwards. The first
aircraft to land on Norfolk was flown by Francis
Chichester during his solo flight from New Zealand to
Australia **. With insufficient fuel to make the journey
in one, he landed on Norfolk, and on Lord Howe
Island in order to re-fuel and carry out repairs. We
saw a signed cover from that flight.

_______________________________________
** Read -

Alone over the Tasman Sea by Francis
Chichester for an account of that adventure.
Society Newsletter No. 27 Winter 2015

Norfolk Island Censorship Mark No 3 on Registered cover
to New South Wales, 5d paid in New South Wales stamps

The first Norfolk Island definitive stamps were
planned and printed long before the War, but by the
time they came to be issued, UPU regulations had
changed and various colours were wrong for the
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rates. Thus new stamps had to be procured in
different colours and these were eventually issued in
1947 as the Ball Bay issue.

to the Solomon’s.
Again we saw material,
contemporary engravings, publications and later
postcards, relating to this especially from the period
when the mission moved its headquarters to Norfolk
as it became more central to activities. The mission
continues to this day but is now based in The
Solomon Islands.
Austin has given us a
wonderful display and a
very informative talk,
made all the better due
to its brevity but without
omitting
the
most
salient details. This has
been a model example
to other Speakers on
how to present an
excellent evening and
allow members plenty
of time to view all of the
superb material Austin
showed.

The design of the first definitive stamps:
a view of Ball Bay to the southeast of the island

Over the years a number of re-prints and overprints
were issued of this design as new rates were added
to the set. Since that first issue a number of different
definitive issues have been made showing various
themes such as Birds, Island sights, Ships, Buildings,
Butterflies – in fact all of the usual modern day
pictorial stamps to tempt us.
For the second half Austin discussed the three main
phases of the Islands history. Firstly it’s colonisation
and development as a penal colony under New South
Wales jurisdiction. Two penal colonies were built. The
first ran from 1788 -1813 which also included free
settlers; the second from 1825 to 1856 contained just
convicts; would win any prizes for comfort, and was
regarded as the worst of the worst.

Buildings remaining from the 1825 Penal Colony. The idyllic
surroundings bely reality

The second phase of the Island came with settlers
from Pitcairn in 1856. At this time Pitcairn was
becoming overpopulated so the islanders were
moved 3700 miles across the pacific to Norfolk. We
saw various material relating to this mass migration
and heard about some of the people involved.
The third period relates to the Melanesian Mission,
begun in 1849. Founded by Augustus Selwyn the
first Bishop of New Zealand the mission’s role was to
Christianise New Zealand and all of the islands north
Society Newsletter No. 27 Winter 2015

.
Malcolm Allinson

Thursday 3rd December 2015
Members Display: David Gillespie
‘No Envelopes’
David Gillespie had offered to provide us with an
evening's entertainment and knowing the diversity of
his collecting interests, how could we refuse? From
the title of his talk and aware of his comments on
postal history items, we knew that we would be
looking at a lot of stamps for a change.
The first half of his talk consisted of two Nordic
countries, namely Iceland and its neighbour
Greenland. These both had or still have connections
with Denmark and the kings of that country featured
on their stamps. Iceland began issuing stamps in
1873 in the typical Nordic numeral style as a Danish
Colony. It became an Independent Kingdom with the
same King as Denmark in 1918, before becoming a
full Republic in 1944. The early issues are full of
varieties and David successfully steered clear of
these. The first commemoratives appeared in 1911
featuring the birth centenary of Jon Sigurdsson, a
member of their Parliament and a historian. Further
commemoratives followed in the 1930s in attractive
designs and included some of the geothermal natural
wonders of the island.
David then moved on to Greenland where the town of
Thule had a local post for a while. He naturally gave
the town an English pronunciation as in THE, but our
resident Greenland expert suggested that it should be
pronounced TOOLAY. However it is said this local
post only ever issued five stamps and then it was on
to Greenland proper. This huge island remained a
Colony of Denmark and between 1909 and 1937 felt
the need to issue only Parcel Post stamps. After 1937
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came an array of postage stamps and from 1953 it
became part of the Danish Realm.

consolidation of the previous acts governing the
carriage of letters.

Following our usual tea break, David devoted the
whole of the second half of his talk to the Australian
State of Victoria. Here he has tried to make as
comprehensive a collection as possible with the usual
time and wallet constraints. The first issue was in
1850 and this and many subsequent issues featured
Queen Victoria naturally. Ordering the Stamps from
Perkins Bacon meant long delays between sending
off the order and receiving it, so there seems to have
been every permutation of paper, colour and ink
provided by local printers when supplies ran out; a
fascinating subject. Because of the title of the talk,
there were gasps of horror when a cover appeared in
the display. Admittedly it did have a stamp on it but it
was still an envelope. David even admitted that he
found its history quite interesting!

The second half started with Birmingham Postal
History. Early letters including straight line and two
line Birmingham cancellations were followed by
Horseshoe, mileage marks and Too Late marks,
probably the best cancels were the examples of the 5
barred Birmingham duplex, a really rare mark. Pete
then showed various foreign letters with a variety of
stamps which had several of the members wondering
about when particular rates became applicable.

All in all a marvellous display and I must apologise on
behalf of the Committee for the ribald nature of the
audience at times.

SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2015
OUR OWN STAMP and POSTCARD FAIR

Robin Jarman

Thursday 17th December 2015
The Committee entertains.
This year the format of the evening was somewhat
different to previous years when two or even three
committee members have done a slot each on a
variety of subjects. This year Pete Elms took on the
whole
evening
himself,
which
was
very
commendable.
To start Pete showed a selection from his vast
collection of Novelty Postcards. These included
Mailing Novelties, Pocket Novelty cards, Novelty view
cards and Midget cards. There were a wide variety of
colourful cards including ones where the picture was
made up from stamps, adverts for beer and whisky
and cards warning on the excesses of drinking too
much!

All in all a super evening.
Chris Jackson

and finally ………..

One again we pulled out all of the stops to stage
another “Event of the Midlands”. Nothing went wrong
– not on the surface anyway; Dealers came – whether
invited or not; visitors came along in very good
numbers; the planned Society meetings took place
and everyone enjoyed themselves.
Of course things were not straight-forward; they never
are, which is why all of the months (years!!) of
planning were amply rewarded with an ultimately
successful day. For those of us with a list of things to
do as long as your arm throughout the day, it all flew
by. Fortunately we had enough members (just) on the
day to cover all of the roles needed, which allowed us
all to take some time to look at the Dealers stocks,
and in many cases reduce those same stocks!

There were cards with real human hair, feathers, felt
and ones containing a butterfly and a horse which
had been surcharged by the post office. Two cards
had small records on them which Pete had played
and they worked. Pete explained the origin of the
Christmas card which was brought to this country by
Prince Albert and how the post office decided to stop
Novelty cards in 1914 because they were becoming
too risqué.
Cards which had a picture hidden within the obvious
picture were probably the most fascinating, one card
which showed what appeared to be a skull was
actually a lady sitting at a mirror; another skull was
made up of several bodies.
Pete completed the first half by showing 3 boards of
Acts of Parliament including an Act of 1806 for the
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A rare philatelic item: a happy Dealer AND a happy
customer! At our Fair, Jan Young and Sally Dawkins are
both satisfied with life, and postcards.
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The photos below give a flavour of the day.

Two views of the main Hall in the afternoon of the Fair.

Photo 5 shows an all-too-common UK letter….stamps
remaining completely uncancelled. On this example
the slogan and wavy line obliteration is inverted
relative to the letter, and has missed the stamps
altogether. On many there is no evidence of a cancel
mark at all. There are several examples of these
received during the same period. However the UK is
not totally unique in this respect- photo six shows a
similarly uncancelled letter from that other centre of
organisational excellence- Italy.

Afternoons are notoriously “quiet times”, but not today. Most
Dealers missed their afternoon nap as there were plenty of
customers all day!

Other countries can also do this; photo 7 is a letter
from Canada, seemingly helpfully (but incorrectly?)
obliterated in this country by the ubiquitous high tech
biro scribbling machine, and 8 is an uncancelled letter
from the USA again seemingly cancelled in this
country, this time via the philatelically friendly wavyline handstamp. This is also frequently used on UK
internal mail missed by automatic franking (see photo
9). Not sure if this is peculiar to Redditch, although
I’m advised it’s probably more widespread.
Malcolm Allinson

POSTAL CANCELLATIONS21st CENTURY TECHNOLOGY.
Pictured are a number of examples of cancellations
on letters from both overseas countries and from the
UK, received over the three weeks or so prior to
writing this article.
Photos 1 to 4 show
fine
circular
date
stamp
cancellations
from the USA (later
obliterated by our own
post office by means of
a rakishly placed code
strip), from Portugal,
from Hungary and from
Canada. I have similar
clean circular cancels,
in the same period,
from Latvia, Italy and a
number of others from
the USA.
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Photo 10 shows what may well be an automated
version of this wavy line cancellation- note lack of
both circular origin/date stamp and the usual slogan.
One enterprising employee (or machine?) has
cancelled the stamps using the code strip (photo 11).
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Photos 12 and 13 show that some UK offices can at
least make an attempt at a neat cancellation,
although in the case of 12 (South Woodford, London)
rather over-exuberant

Example 13, from an illegible point of origin, also at
least makes an attempt at neatness. I imagine these,
and possibly some of the above came about because
automatic sorting/cancelling machinery recognised
that there was no first or second class stamp present
and extracted the envelope for hand sorting, and no
biro was to hand.
David Gillespie

MEMORIES
Recently I have been indulging in a bit of nostalgia (it
is quite legal you know) from the comfort of my
armchair. It does involve philately or perhaps more
accurately deltiology, as I have been acquiring one or
two postcards from the deep south (Surrey actually)
where I was brought up. I was very pleased to obtain
from that well-known auction site, the first postcard as

it shows where the house that I lived in would be built.
Unfortunately the postcard is undated and unused but
judging by the ladies in long dresses standing in the
road I would think that it would be Edwardian.
It is not far past the big horse chestnut trees in the left
foreground. I picked up many a conker from
underneath these trees. The hill opposite seems to be
grazed by sheep at the time of the photograph and
this had ceased when I grew up there. More scrub
had appeared by then but it still made an excellent
place to toboggan in the snow. At the top of the slope
are the first beech trees of Banstead Woods and I
spent many a happy hour wandering through these.
They were an excellent place for bluebells in May.
The other card below is of the station and the Royal
Train on its way to the end of the line at Tattenham
Corner. I am sure that everyone will know that that is
on the famous Epsom Derby course but you may not
know that a certain small boy used to fly his model
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aeroplanes there. The Southern Region line ran on
the third rail electric system so no smelly steam trains
for us!

The picture above is taken from the footbridge
connecting the two platforms and I once fell up this,
receiving a large bump on my forehead for my pains
(nothing new there).
Enough misty-eyed musings and I know that a
number of you collect your local area. However it
does make a change from trying to work out the
vagaries of Chilean airmails.
Robin Jarman
How does one find the time to “indulge”? Robin’s
memory is extremely good though as this modern
card of bluebells in Banstead Woods testifies.

Other creatures inhabit these woods too, as the next
card shows!

Ed.
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SHACKLETON’S LOST MEN –
THE ROSS SEA PARTY 1914-17
Most
people
think
of
Shackleton’s Imperial TransAntarctic Expedition to the
South Pole aboard the
‘Endurance’ as an example
of the ultimate in leadership,
when the ship was wrecked
in the ice, Shackleton crossed to Elephant Island and
then sailed to South Georgia to get help. All the crew
were rescued without the loss of a man.
However, at the same
time
Shackleton
had
arranged for a party of ten
men to lay supply depots
for 400 miles across the
Great Ice Barrier, from the Ross Sea to the
Beardmore Glacier, along the route established by
earlier expeditions. The main expedition’s survival
would depend upon the Ross Sea Party’s depots,
which would cover the final quarter of their journey.
The ten men depicted on the above stamps are: (from
left): Keith Jack, Alexander Stevens, Dick Richards,
Ernest Wild, Irvine Gaze, Ernest Joyce, John Cope,
Ernest Shackleton, John King Davis
The Ross Sea Party had
been provided with ‘SY
Aurora’, the ship previously
used by the Antarctic
explorer, Douglas Mawson.
They
assembled
in
Australia in October 1914
under Aeneas Mackintosh, but financial problems
delayed their sailing until Christmas Eve. The ship
th
arrived off Ross Island on 16 January 1915 and they
proceeded to establish a shore base at Cape Evans,
Scott’s old headquarters during his final expedition in
1911-2.
Mackintosh insisted in
setting off straight away to
lay the first of the depots
at Minna Bluff and at the
80ºS
mark.
This
operation
was
not
completely successful: the
motor tractor failed, not all the stores were delivered
to the depots and all ten dogs died on the return
journey. They reached Hut Point (Scott’s base from
1901-4), but were delayed by bad weather from
st
returning to the base at Cape Evans until 1 June.
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During this depot-laying the ‘Aurora’, under the
command of First Officer Joseph Stenhouse, chose a
winter anchorage close to Cape Evans. Unfortunately,
a severe gale tore ‘Aurora’ from her moorings and
she was carried out to sea attached to a large ice
floe. She drifted northwards across the Southern
nd
Ocean, reaching New Zealand on 2 April, leaving
ten men stranded ashore in Antarctica.
Most of the shore party’s
gear, food, fuel and
personal effects were still
aboard the ship. They
were forced to utilise the
food,
clothing
and
equipment left in the hut by Scott’s and Shackleton’s
st
earlier expeditions. The following summer, on 1
September, nine men set out again to lay stores
depots between Minna Bluff and Mount Hope at
83º30’S using the remaining four fit dogs as well as
man-hauling the sledges. After the failure of a Primus
stove, three men returned to Cape Evans. The
remainder completed the task; however three men,
Spencer-Smith, Mackintosh and Hayward were too
th
weak to walk. On 9 March 1916 Spencer-Smith died
th
and it was not until 16 March the remainder of the
party managed to get to Hut Point. The survivors
gradually recovered their health with a diet of seal
th
meat.
On 8 May Mackintosh and Hayward
announced that they intended to risk the thin ice and
return to Cape Evans.
Despite the strenuous
objections of their companions, they left and although
the others searched for them they were never seen
again.
After ‘Aurora’ arrived in
New Zealand Stenhouse
attempted to raise funds
to repair and refit the
ship.
After several
unsuccessful
attempts,
Stenhouse was finally
offered the necessary funds jointly by the
governments of New Zealand, Australia and Great
Britain on condition that full control of the rescue
expedition passed to a joint committee. The
committee dismissed Stenhouse and the other
officers, and appointed John King Davis to lead the
rescue aboard ‘Aurora’. Shackleton arrived in New
Zealand in early December and was allowed to travel
th
aboard ‘Aurora’ to Cape Evans. On 17 January
1917 the seven survivors of the shore party were
amazed to see Shackleton approaching them, only to
learn of the futility of all their labours. They searched
in vain for the bodies of Mackintosh and Hayward for
a further week, before ‘Aurora’ headed north and
returned them all to New Zealand
Alan Godfrey

Halcyon is produced for members of the Redditch Philatelic Society and anyone else with an interest in stamp collecting. If you are not a
member of the Society and are interested in joining, please come along to one of our meetings, on the first and third Thursday of the month
(September to June) at St. Luke’s Memorial Hall, Headless Cross, Redditch B97 4JX. Visitors are also welcome to any of our meetings.
You are welcome to visit our website www.redditch-philatelic.org.uk for our programme, news and other Society activities.
Articles and statements made in this Newsletter are by individuals and are not necessarily the views or policies of the Society.
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