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                                                  Halcyon 
                                            The Newsletter of the Redditch Philatelic Society  –  No. 33: Winter 2020.   

 
                                                                                                    

From the Chairman 
 

Dear All. 
 

This year has been a bit of a 
challenge for all of us, not 
just in our hobby but in 
simple day to day activities 
too.  From a start of the year 
which promised much, we all 
suddenly found that we were 
unable to do lots of things 
that we took for granted. 
Being locked down for so 
long, I am sure has taken its 

toll on many people. On the positive side, I am also 
sure that our hobby has helped us enormously too. 
 

We can all relate stories of woe and despondency 
over the past months, but we also have many positive 
stories to match those less so.  How many of you were 
able to use the time to catch up on mounting and 
writing up some (or even all) of your collections? I for 
one was able to spend lockdown time browsing 
through lots of stockbooks finding material that had 
been bought donkeys years ago, still in original 
wrappers, still in original bags, sometimes still with the 
receipt (Oh Dear!!) 
 

Starting to get a feel for the enormity of the looming 
task to write up material, I knuckled down.  A few 
months later, this apparition appeared from the Stamp 
Room, hair longer and greyer, and pale skinned – 
almost gaunt; but with a few written up album pages to 
show it had all been worthwhile.  Maybe we all need a 
bit of a disaster to enable us to do those tasks that we 
should have done years ago.  At least here at Tysoe 
Towers, a precedent has been set in that I can now 
regularly retire to the Stamp Room and concentrate on 
improving the collection. 
 

Our meetings were curtailed from March, which put 
paid to us holding our Annual Auction. We had then 
hoped to be able to have it in October but with the 
pandemic still raging, that soon became impossible 
too. We are awaiting developments in the national 
situation before we can even consider running the 
Auction.   
 

It was only after the summer break that we resumed 
virtual meetings using Zoom.  This medium has turned 
out useful for getting members together twice a month. 
Reports of these meetings are elsewhere in this 
Newsletter.  Whilst it is not the best solution, it is the 
only way we can carry on holding meetings of some 
sort. 

 
With no Stamp Fairs to visit either, to add to our 
collections we have had to either rely on catalogues 
through the post or the Internet.  Whilst these are 
admirable sources of material there is nothing like a 
proper Fair to go along to, meet like minded 
individuals and see the actual material before making 
that all important decision to buy. When we are able 
again, we must all make the effort to support both any 
local Stamp Fairs and bigger Regional and National 
Fairs too. Without them all, the collecting world will 
soon just be about the size of a computer screen! 
 
This year we were looking forward to London 2020, 
the International Stamp Fair that comes to this country 
every 10 years. Sadly, the event was cancelled along 
with near enough everything else, but the organisers 
have been able to re-arrange the date for February 
2022, so all is not lost. There may also be a small 
chance of some regular national Fairs resuming next 
year too. 
 
As we move into a new year, things seem to be slowly 
improving. As I write, a vaccination programme is 
beginning for this awful pandemic, so we should be 
soon seeing the light at the end of the tunnel – and 
this time it won’t be a train coming in the opposite 
direction. 
 
Finally, it remains for me to wish you a Happy 
Christmas and a more normal New Year and hope we 
shall soon be able to meet up in person again. 
 

Malcolm Allinson 
 

MICHAEL SUCH 1942 - 2020 
 

Mike, a member for many years, died on 3rd February 
aged 77. He had been ill for some time but still carried 
on with life in as normal a way possible.  Mike was a 
native of Redditch having been born in St. Georges. 
He worked in Engineering first at Terry’s, then 
Hydrovane. Outside of work, in addition to stamp 
collecting, where he served on the Society’s 
Committee for a time, his interests were immense 
including gardening, table tennis, and Scouting (at 
Headless Cross) - rising to the position of District 
Commissioner. In later years, Mike turned his hand to 
watercolour painting which judging by those we saw 
illustrated in the Order of Service at Mike’s funeral, 
show he had a hidden talent. 
Our thoughts go to Madeleine and the family. 

MDA 

 

 



Redditch Philatelic Society                                                                                                                            At the centre of Midlands’ philately 

Society Newsletter No. 33 Winter 2020                                                                                                Copyright © Redditch Philatelic Society 2020 

EDITORIAL 

Having recently read our last issue 
of Halcyon (No. 32 Winter 2019), I am 
struck by how much we were going 
to achieve this year!  How little did 
we know. My fortune teller also got 
it completely wrong, I have to say. 
 
Whilst the year has been a bit of a 
collecting disaster for most of us, 
at least we have had the wonders 

of modern technology to go some way in keeping the 
Society together and giving members something to do. 
 
The newsletter has been in lockdown for the year too. 
With no articles coming in from members and no 
meetings in the first half of the year to report, it has not 
been worthwhile publishing blank pages. At least with 
our meetings resuming in September there is now 
some activity to report on, but the articles are still rarer 
than a mint Penny Black!! 
 

Finally, many thanks to David Gillespie, Chris 
Jackson, Paul Veal and Alan Godfrey for their 
contributions to this edition of Halcyon.   

 

Malcolm Allinson 
 
SOCIETY PROGRAMME 2021 
 

We shall continue to hold our meetings via Zoom until 
we are able to meet again in person. Our original 
programme for the remainder of this season is 
reproduced below but please be aware that it is highly 
likely that we shall have to make changes as we go 
along. 
 
January 7th Annual Competitions 
January 19th  Visit to Banbury PS 
January 21st  Visit from Solihull PS 
February 4th  Guest Speaker: Steven Harrison  
  The British Industries Fair  
February 18th  Annual General Meeting and Members 

1 sheet display 
February 25th Annual Presentation Dinner (Archer's 

Restaurant) Members & Guests 
March 4th  Guest Speaker: Bill Pile 
  Space Exploration 
*March 15th  (Mon.) Auction Lotting Up – Members 
*March 18th  Auction Preview – Members 
*March 20th  (Sat.)  Annual Auction  
April 1st  Guest Speaker: David Hutchins  
  From Tonga to Togo  
April 16th  Member’s Displays – Postcards  
May 6th Guest Speaker: Peter Pugh –  
 Another Bloody Railway Part 2 
May 20th  Three Sheet Competition for the Ian 

Crickmer Trophy “Letters E & F.” – 
Members 

June 3rd   Guest Speaker: Alan Squires – 
 Tristan da Cunha 
June 17th Chairman’s Evening 
 
* The Auction is likely to be the biggest casualty depending upon the 
national Covid situation.  

 

Philatelic Events for the Diary 
 

We normally publish dates of other Fairs here, but with 
a very fluid situation it is perhaps better to advise that 
we all keep a look out in the regular philatelic press for 
any events that may go ahead in the coming months. 
 

ROYAL MAIL ISSUES 2020 
 

To keep you up to date, no less than 14 issues of 
special stamps emanated this year from Royal Mail.  
The issue and dates were: 
 

 January 21st:  Video Games 
 February 11th: Visions of the Universe  
 March 17th: James Bond  
 April 7th: Romantic Poets  
 May 8th: End of Second World War  
 May 28th: Coronation Street  
 June 18th: Roman Britain  
 July 9th: Queen  
 July 30th: The Palace of Westminster  
 August 18th: Sherlock  
 September 3rd: Rupert Bear  
 October 1st: Brilliant Bugs  
 November 3rd: Christmas  
 November 13th: Star Trek 
 

A couple of gripes from this writer: 1) Didn’t we have 
Roman Britain and Sherlock issues in the 90’s too?  2) 
I would have preferred to commemorate the 150th 
Anniversary of the POSTCARD on 1st October, but 
maybe bug collecting is going to take off in the next 
150 years!! 
 

Next year’s programme of Royal Mail special stamps 
seems to still be a secret. RM say – “Our 2021 Special 
Stamps will cover a huge range of topics covering 
British history, culture, music, television and more.” 
You can of course find out more by stumping up a 
whopping £176.49 subscription to receive the 
complete issue, and even then, you only find out what 
the issues are when you have paid!  An odd way of 
doing philatelic business I think 
 

Do look out also for a plethora of new definitive stamp 
values after 23rd December. This is to accommodate 
the huge increases in postal charges coming in on 1st 
January.  A 1st Class letter will then cost 85p, up from 
76p. That is an eye watering increase of over 11% - 
allegedly precipitated by heavy losses caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. So, if you don’t want to catch a 
cold (!!!!) go out now and buy your NVI stamps at the 
old price. 

Ira O’Mally 

 
SOCIETY MEETING REPORTS 
 

Thursday 16th January 2020 
Guest Speaker: Laurence Kimpton 
New Zealand Airmails 
 
Lawrence is a keen and active philatelist with 
moderately diverse interests; A member of Solihull 
P.S., The New Zealand Society of Great Britain, The 
British Airmail Society, The British Society of 
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Australian Philately (BSAP), The Pacific Islands Study 
Circle and the Egypt Study Group. A philatelist for 
around 45 years. 
 

The first half of Lawrence’s display centred on exit and 
inward NZ airmails of the Second World War.  
 

New Zealand had NO regular air service until 1940. 
Prior to this British Imperial Airways carried out survey 
flights. From July 1938 New Zealand was within the 
Empire Airmail scheme, but the mail went by ship to 
and from Australia. 
 

Tasman Empire Airways (TEAL) possessed two Flying 
Boats and provided a Sydney- Auckland service from 
1940 until just after the war. Prior to this service Tonga 
and Fiji survey flights were carried out. Lawrence 
displayed an impressive collection of relevant flight 
covers including first flight covers from the TEAL 
services. 
 

From June 1940 Italy entered the war so mail options 
were the ‘horseshoe route’ via India, Cairo, South 
Africa and then by sea to the UK, or for 1/9d, by sea to 
Honolulu and then air to the USA and onwards to 
London. The display included history of and covers 
from this service, also the initial survey flights. 
 

In Dec. 1941 the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and 
the trans-pacific service was suspended. Lawrence 
displayed a cover which was posted prior to service 
cancellation but returned because of subsequent 
suspension. Other covers on display included mail 
from Scandinavia and other European Countries to 
NZ, an unofficial cover carried on the 1942 American 
Naval Air Transport Service trans-pacific service 
survey flight, a 1944 RAF flight cover from NZ to 
Canada, and examples of end-of-war Qantas Perth- 
Ceylon-India covers including P.O.W mail. 
 

The second half of Lawrence’s display included some 
mail to Australia and to the Pacific Islands and British 
Pacific Airlines mail, including covers carried on British 
Commonwealth Pacific Airlines (BCPA) flights- owned 
jointly by the Australian, New Zealand and British 
governments- on the ‘Southern Cross’ route.  
 

The successful crossing of the Tasman Sea by 
Charles Kingsford Smith and C T P Ulm in the 
'Southern Cross' heralded the first airmail service 
between Australia and New Zealand.  A small bag of 
mail was carried on the plane - the stamps on which 
were cancelled with the Christchurch postmark dated 
11 September 1928. 
 

 
Sir Charles Kingsford Smith in front of Southern Cross, 

a Fokker Trimotor 

In 1934 an Oakland (California) - Australia exploratory 
flight was lost at sea after it had missed Hawaii and 
information was displayed from this flight. During 
WWII, the Australian Military built airfields on likely 
Pacific stopping-off points and in 1946 Pan American 
re-established their Trans-Pacific service, although not 
to Australia. This route became competitive and other 
airlines jumped in; various covers were shown. April 
1947 saw the introduction of a two-weekly service 
from Auckland, and during the following short period 
there were many postage rate alterations. Lawrence 
displayed covers from these flights, and Pan- 
American Australia and New Zealand services, also 
Canadian Pacific Airlines airmail covers. 
 

Finishing Lawrence’s display were mails from Qantas 
flights which superseded services from the joint 
company which had finished in May 1954. Initially 
these did not fly to New Zealand, so TEAL ran 
connecting flights from Fiji. 

David Gillespie 
 

Thursday 6th February 2020 
Visit from Banbury P.S. 
 

Tonight, we gave a warm welcome to members of 
Banbury PS.  Gareth Williams was the first speaker of 
the evening, displaying Newfoundland, a country that I 
do not think we have had before. 
 
Gareth explained that Newfoundland had issued 
stamps from1857 until 1949 when it became part of 
Canada. This meant that with no issues after 1949 it 
was possible to complete a collection of 
Newfoundland, if you had deep enough pockets. 

 
The display included 
the first issue from 1857 
(left - 1d and 5d) and the 
1897 issue 
commemorating the 
400th Anniversary of 

Cabot's landing in Newfoundland. When they ran out 
of stamps a local printer produced the main 4 values 
but used sans serif lettering which distinguishes the 
issue from the original which had serifed letters. 
 
Gareth showed a cover from the Battle of the Somme 
dated 1st July 1917 from the Newfoundland regiment 
and a set from 1919 inscribed with the major battles of 
the Regiment in the Great War. In 1922 a pictorial 
issue showed resources and vacation activities, this 
was followed with a similar set in 1928. 
 
Newfoundland, being the furthest point east on the 
American continent, became the main departure point 
for flights across the Atlantic. Gareth showed a cover 
from the first Atlantic flight on 14th June 1929 with an 
autograph of Arthur Witten Brown (of Alcock & Brown 
fame). 
 
In 1933 Newfoundland issued a set commemorating 
when Sir Humphrey Gilbert claimed the territory for the 
crown, it showed various aspects of his life including a 
stamp depicting Eton College. 
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Gareth covered the omnibus issues of the 1935 Silver 
Jubilee and the 1937 Coronation comprehensively 
including the long set. 
 
A cover from 31st March 1949 commemorated the last 
day of Newfoundland as a Dominion. On 1st April 
Newfoundland joined Canada and stamp issues 
ceased. 
 
The second half of the evening saw Peter Fernbank 
give a comprehensive display of Bahamas up to KGV 
plus a section covering the Special Delivery stamps 
 

The first stamps were the Chalon Heads issued in 
1859, originally just 3 values 1d, 4d & 6d. Printed by 
Perkins Bacon on unwatermarked paper, later they 
were printed on Crown CC & Crown CA paper. In 1863 
a 1/- value was added and it was not until 1884 that 
further values were introduced, a 2½d, 5/- and a £1. In 
1906 a ½d value was added. 
 

The display was very comprehensive with all values in 
shades and watermarks, littered with die proofs, 
blocks and many with plate numbers. 
 

In 1900 the Governor requested an issue showing the 
flight of 69 steps known as the Queens Steps, the die 
proofs were shown in various states, also the colour 
trials for single non fugitive ink. Peter covered the 
development of additional values and the reasons for 
them. He explained why flaws are consistent on QV, 
KEVII & KGV issues as the monarchs’ head was 
changed but the frames were never changed. 
 

There were Special Delivery arrangements between 
the Bahamas and Canada, where each country 
printed a supply of stamps and sent them to the other 
country for use on mail between the two countries. 
Initially both resisted appeals from collectors for the 
stamps. Eventually the Bahamas sold examples to 
collectors and the special arrangements collapsed. 
Peter showed copies used on cover and all the main 
varieties in a detailed display. 
 

A really enjoyable evening with two very different 
displays. 

Chris Jackson 
 

Thursday 20th February 2020 
AGM and Member’s One-Sheet Display. 
 

Sixteen members attended tonight, starting off with 
compiling the auction catalogues. Members were 
invited to sign a card of condolences to Mike Such’s 
widow, Madelaine.  
The AGM took place at 7.50: Chris Jackson 
(chairman) judged 2019 as “another good year for the 
society” and announced he was standing down as 
chairman. The accounts were reviewed, and officers 
elected-. Chris Jackson was elected President and 
Malcolm Allinson was returned as Chairman. All the 
other officers remained in post. After the break eleven 
members put up displays: Malcolm Allinson: 
Cumberland & 1935 Silver Jubilee; Bob Harper: Azad 
Hind stamps & Ionian Islands; Sergio Andrioli: Italy; 
Mike Hayfield: Miscellaneous; Bill Belford: a masonic 
register; Chris Jackson: parcel post and Toll Ticket; 

Pete Elms: Birmingham 1912 International Stamp 
Exhibition; David Gillespie: Argentina; Alan Godfrey: 
Totometer; John Coombes: GB definitives & 
International Wildlife; and Paul Veal: postmarks. The 
displays received close attention but there was not 
time for the customary oral résumés. 

Paul Veal 

Thursday 5th March 2020 
Quiz Night 
 

Ten members turned up for the quiz, enough for three 
teams and acting quizmaster Chris Jackson, standing 
in for Al Bump-Ages “unfortunately on a coach trip to 
Winson Green along with Penny Black, Stan Pinge, C 
Tenant, Kate O’Logg, Howard Mount and a number of 
others”. 
The questions were, as usual, pretty tough on the 
whole covering many aspects of philately and it was 
chastening to realise how much one didn’t know or 
had known and forgotten, and then settling for 
guesses hoping for a few lucky points. One of my 
favourite answers was ‘SPIFS’ (Stamps Perforated 
with Initials of Firms and Societies).  The teams were 
formed randomly and named themselves the Trojans, 
the ET’s, and Triple Rate, renamed Third Rate in its 
disgust after a poor 1st round, but the final scores 
revealed joint 1st place to the ET’s and Triple Rate. 
Our thanks were due to ‘Al B-A’ for supplying the 
questions ensuring a fun and instructive evening. 

Paul Veal 
 
We were not to know on that evening that there 
would be a pause in our Society activities due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  We resumed on 3rd 
September with our traditional season opener. 
 

Thursday 3rd September 2020 
Members New Acquisitions. 
 

As we could not meet in the normal way, contributors 
were asked to send in scans of material in advance, 
which was then all edited into a single word file and 
distributed to members via e-mail. FIVE members 
contributed material. Alan Godfrey displayed a page of 
items relating to Henry Fawcett – the Blind Postmaster 
General (1880-1884), followed by a neat discourse on 
the Royal International Horticultural Exhibition of 1912. 
  

 
 

Paul Veal then displayed a page of French Postcards 
– a series of charming drawings from the 1960’s 
entitled Petite Filles de France.  
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Chris Jackson’s display was of local material. We saw 
two Needlemakers items from AG Bayliss & Sons, one 
with a rare advertising ring (below), 
 

 
and then two postcards from WB Clarke, a local 
manufacturer of Fishing hooks, sent to the Danish 
West Indies and Mauritius, respectively. 
 

 Pete Elms provided us with some Birmingham Postal 
History. Firstly, a circular Birmingham P.O.A.B. 
franking of March 1940. 

  
POAB is considered to stand for Post Office Advisory 
Board, as there is a similar postmark POAC which 
stands for Post Office Advisory Committee. Pete’s 
second item was a World War 1 cover franked with a 
machine cancel slogan “FEED THE GUNS WITH 
WAR BONDS” Postmarked 4th November 1918, the 
recipient wrote on the back “received 10.11.18. War 
finishes tomorrow.”  Poignant. 
 

Our final display for the evening saw Malcolm Allinson 
unearth some recently acquired Line Engraved 
material. Yet to be mounted and written up properly, 
we saw a matched pair of a 1d Black and Red from 
the same printing Plate (1b), lettered MB, followed by 

five 2d blue stamps - two from Plate 3 lettered MA and 
MF, plus three from Plate 4, lettered MD and MK. The 
MK stamps showing progression of plate wear. For 
something totally different Malcolm also displayed a 
sheet of modern stamps – the £1 value for the 
regional definitives of March 2015. (below) 
 

 
 

An unusual format for a meeting in very unusual times! 
 

Malcolm Allinson 
 

Thursday 17th September 2020 
Members Display: Alan Godfrey 
The Amazing Life of Sir Hubert Wilkins. 
 
Whilst our last meeting was a success for what it 
achieved, we decided that a better way to have a 
display was via a Zoom meeting. Members were 
instructed beforehand in the art of downloading the 
relevant software and how to operate it, so by the due 
date and time, we had a healthy audience for Alan 
Godfrey to show us his collection relating to the polar 
explorer Sir Hubert Wilkins. 
 
Wilkins was born in October 1888 in Mount Bryan, a 
small town 100 miles north of Adelaide, Australia. His 
first work was with a travelling cinema where he 
eventually reached Sydney and then England where 
he pioneered aerial photography. At Gaumont Studios 
his work was noticed and secured him a place on the 
1913 Canadian Arctic Expedition. 
 
In 1917 he returned to Australia and joined the 
Australian Flying Corps. Early in 1918 he was 
appointed as an official war photographer. Always in 
the thick of the action, in June 1918 he was awarded 
the Military Cross, and a Bar (second Military Cross) in 
the 1919 Honours.  
 

Back in civilian life Wilkins 
undertook several polar explorations 
but his most famous one was that of 
the Nautilus Expedition in 1931.  
This was an expedition involving a 
submarine - the idea being to sail 
under the Arctic ice cap to the North 
Pole. Wilkins had some wealthy 

friends who stumped up a colossal $180,000 between 
them.  
 
Sadly, the expedition has many difficulties right from 
the off. The submarine was life expired. On the 
journey north, both engines broke down and it was 
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eventually towed to England for repairs. After repairs 
he set off again via Norway when he found that the 
submarine had no means of being controlled when it 
submerged!  
 
Some laboratory work was able to be done, but the 
expedition was doomed.  Bad weather forced a retreat 
to Bergen where the submarine was scuttled in a fjord. 
The expedition did show however that submarines 
could operate beneath the polar ice cap, thereby 
paving the way for future successful missions. 

 

 
Philatelic cover from the ill-fated 1931 Nautilus Expedition 

 

Wilkins died on 30 November 1958 and according to 
his wishes his ashes were taken to the North Pole (by 
submarine) and scattered there on 27 March 1959. 
 
In summary, we were treated to a well-constructed 
presentation this evening, all about a well-travelled 
explorer whose story was woven into our hobby 
through both thematics and social philately. 
 
A couple of books come to mind, should anyone have 
plenty of time on their hands to read more: 

Enigma of Exploration by John Grierson  
Under the North Pole by Sir Hubert Wilkins 
Wilkins’ biography by Lowell Thomas. 

 

Malcolm Allinson 

 
Thursday 1st October 2020 
Guest Speaker: Richard Farman 
The Origin of the Postcard 
 
We were most fortunate in the planning of our 
programme this season as the 1st October was the 
150th Anniversary of the first postcard in this country, 
and who better to give us a display on the subject but 
Richard Farman whose postcard collection is second 
to none. 
 
Although not allowed to be with us due to the 
pandemic, Richard was able to select several gems 
from his collection and construct a very good 
PowerPoint presentation, delivered via Zoom from the 
comfort of his own armchair! (and with a glass of beer I 

suspect. Ed.). 

 
The origins of the postcard go a long way back. 
Richard showed us several artefacts such as 
Company billheads, cartes-de-visite, and personal 
letter sheets with neatly engraved illustrated headings 
 

 
Menai Bridge letter sheet published by T Cattherall, Chester. 

 It is engraved “W.B. 1831”, which is earlier than the  
earliest recorded letter sheet. 

 

In the early to mid-Victorian period, embossed birthday 
cards were popular. These 
however had to be sent 
through the post within an 
envelope and could also 
then exceed the ½ ounce 
weight limit. 
 

In 1869, Austria became 
the first country to permit 
what we know today as 
postcards. Britain followed 
suit on 1st October 1870, 
and Richard showed us a 
first day postcard, sent 
from London to 

Birmingham. The postage rate was reduced to ½d for 
postcards. Only the addressee was to be written on 
the stamp side with the reverse for a message. 
 

 
First Day of Use postcard 1st October 1870 

printed by De La Rue 
 

Very quickly, postcards caught on and even by that 
Christmas people were sending Christmas postcards 
to one another. 

 
Above: Christmas card postcard 

posted Birmingham 24th December 
1870.   Right: reverse of card showing 
pre-printed Christmas message. 
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We were then shown a few advertising cards, and 
hand drawn cards like the one below “An Englishman 
Going to the City” (November 1897). 
 

 
 

It was not until the split back card was allowed, 
whereby a message could be written on the same side 
as the ADDRESS, that there was a real upturn in 
sending postcard. Coupled with the new art of 
photography, there began a boom in Picture Postcard 
publishers, an example of which shown below is a 
picture of Titanic’s anchor, which the writer has noted 
in his message “…. was never used…” (!) 
 

 
 

We all enjoyed the evening and having the privilege of 
seeing such wonderful material. I am sure Richard will 
be invited to us again. 

Malcolm Allinson 
 

Thursday 15th October 2020 
Members Displays: The Forties 
 

Tonight’s Zoom meeting was a surprise in that no-one 
took the title for the theme and put an unconventional 
slant to it. So, we did not see “The Four Tea’s” 
(perhaps missing out on Darjeeling overprints), nor did 
we see “The Four T’s” and so remained oblivious to 
stamps from any country beginning with the letter ‘T’. 
Everyone who displayed tonight played it straight and 
so we saw some wonderful material spread over three 
hundred years from 1646 right up to 1947. 
 

 
Letter dated 11 January 1646, privately carried from Charlton 

near Pershore to Hanley Castle. 

 
 

Postmark to commemorate the wedding of Princess Elizabeth to 
Philip Mountbatten. The postmark is timed at 12:30am on 20 

November 1947.  

 

 
Thursday 5th November 2020 
Members Displays: Stamps 
 
Tonight’s meeting was a change from that listed in the 
programme as it was decided a Quiz would not be 
possible via Zoom. Not that anyone would cheat of 
course!!  Instead, we were treated to displays of 
Stamps from Alan Godfrey, Bob Harper, Pete Elms 
and myself. 

Malcolm Allinson 
 
 

Thursday 19th November 2020 
Members Single Sheet Competition  
 
For our Single Sheet Competition, we maintained our 
usual process whereby all members attending the 
meeting vote for their order of choice. With eight 
entries to choose from it was no easy task to place 
them all in order of one’s preference. Normally, the 
votes are counted incognito, but as this was a Zoom 
meeting, we followed Eurovision Song Contest rules, 
and invited members in turn to announce their scores. 
  

 
 
Tonight’s clear winner with 51 points was Chris 
Jackson with a remarkable cover (above) that had 
travelled seemingly everywhere and gained no less 
than 12 cancellations from all the places sent to, 
together with thirteen manuscript markings. 
 

Malcolm Allinson 
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Thursday 3rd December 2020 
Guest Speaker: Neil Ritchie - Mail from 
Warsaw to the Red Cross in Geneva. 
 

For our first December meeting we were delighted to 
have as our Guest Speaker Neil Ritchie from Sheffield. 
Whilst the title of Neil’s display might appear long, it 
nevertheless covers a very short period of just 4 
months at the end of 1944 and early 1945. This was 
the period when Russia was advancing upon German 
occupation forces and driving them back. Warsaw had 
been invaded by Germany in September 1939 
following which time the civilian population suffered 
unthinkable hardship and deprivations. In the summer 
of 1944 the Polish Army were led to believe that 
Russia was so close that now was the time to fight 
back in strength. Unfortunately this was a 
miscalculation On the Eastern Front, the Russians 
were rapidly advancing, only to stop at the banks of 
the Vistula River. and although on the outskirts of the 
city Russian forces did nothing to help the Poles. The 
Germans eventually put down the uprising with severe 
brutality but the course of the war was already moving 
in favour of the Allies, Chaos reigned in Warsaw, 
families wanted  to reunite, to communicate, to find 
loved ones and the best way was through the Red 
Cross in Geneva. With no direct outward access, mail 
had to be got out of the city by a complex route - 
towards the oncoming Russians where it was then 
sent via The Levant, Egypt, Gibraltar, England, and 
France.  The time taken for any individual letter was 
pot luck - anything up to one year. Some letters mailed 
months apart are known with Gibraltar backstamps 
one day apart (19th or 20th March 1945) and then did 
not reach Geneva until 10th April 1945.  Neil said that 
there were about 3500 covers known during this time, 
indicating the scarcity of them. 
 

Letter sent from occupied Warsaw to Geneva.  
Sent registered – rate 2 złoty. Hand drawn registration label in red 
for Warsaw No. 2 office (letter no. 233);  date stamp 9 November 

1944;  and Egyptian censors’ marks. 
 

From Neil tonight, we saw a detective story par 
excellence, narrated by a fascinating history behind 
the mail, together with some outstanding items of 
postal history from an astonishingly short period. 
  

Malcolm Allinson 

 

Thursday 17th December 2020 
The Committee Entertains. 
 
This evening has become a fixture on our meeting 
calendar, where members of the Committee provide 
the displays for the evening.  
 
Pete Elms began and displayed yet more of his Errors 
and Varieties. This evening we saw those from the 
1966 Battle of Hastings set. 
 
Paul Veal showed three different slides -  
A selection of 1960s Tea Cards bought recently in a 
cash box at a charity shop in Chichester. Of good 
quality, tea cards are the same size and format as pre-
war cigarette cards. We saw three Lyons tea cards of 
warships; HMS Tiger - a cruiser, HMS Devonshire - a 
destroyer and HMS Leander - a frigate. The second 
set, again from Lyons Tea, ‘Wings Across the World’, 
featured commercial aircraft – a Boeing V107 
helicopter, a TU114 (a Russian giant), and the De 
Havilland Trident ‘under construction for BEA’, the first 
tri-jet. Paul mentioned the tragic fate of one of these in 
1972 near Heathrow resulting in the loss of all 118 
people on board. The third set was from Brooke Bond 
– ‘Famous People’. W.G. Grace, Robert Falcon Scott, 
and Sir Alexander Fleming 
We then moved on to a single sheet recalling the life 
of Reynolds Stone an eminent wood engraver, 
designer, typographer, painter, and stone carver, 
along with a portrait and illustrations of the stamps 
issued that he designed, starting with the Victory 3d of 
1946. 
Finally, Slogans on Mail in 2020. This comprised a 
list of slogans Paul had received at home this year 
together with some illustrations. A discussion took 
place on a recent development in the form of a ‘social 
media’ address at the end of some of the slogans e.g., 
#LetsTalkLoneliness (December), and some members 
offered to pass on envelopes they had received to add 
to Pauls collection. 
 
Alan Godfrey told us about the Baptist Missionary 
Society and focussed on related correspondence from 
the Congo Free State. We saw a postal stationary 
card (below) from John Lawson Forfeitt, a missionary 
with the Society, to Edgar Bomford in Alcester, and a 
similar card from his wife Mary, also to Edgar 
Bomford, who was Mary’s uncle. 

 
The card is postmarked Matadi, the last port on the 
River Congo before the Atlantic Ocean. 
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This 1945 World 
War II cover (left) was 
sent from the 
Belgian Congo and 
was censored in 
Leopoldville (straight 
line CENSURE 
CONGO BELGE / 3) 
and again in UK 
(censor tape). It was 
sent to the London 

office of the BMS at 93 Gloucester Place from Bumba, 
a town and port on the River Congo, which even today 
has no electricity. 
 
Chris Jackson had managed to acquire a number of 
items during the lockdown. Firstly he showed two 
covers to Arthur James, needle makers of Astwood 
Bank, from the same correspondence; a 1d black and 
a 1d red which he had put with needle packets from 
the firm. Chris was particularly pleased with an 
illustrated cover obtained 
on eBay sent by T Hessin 
& Co, to Australia in 1952 
which was the first postal 
item he had found from 
the company. The 
envelope displays both of 
Hessin’s trademarks-   
crossed fish,  and lion 
rampant (right). Their 
factory 'Ashleigh Works' 
still exists on the corner of 
Britten St. and Bromsgrove Rd. although it is derelict. 
 
An entire sent from Worcester to Hereford in the 4d 
Penny post period had been prepaid 4d so the charge 
was marked in red ink. This matched up with both 
manuscript and handstruck 4d in black and a 'Free' to 
complete the four types of postage in the 4d Uniform 
period. 

 
A cover (left) from 
Montego Bay, Jamaica 
show the route it followed 
to get to Pebworth. 
Starting from Montego 
Bay on 22 Sept 1853, 
Kingston 23/9, UK arrival 
14/10, Evesham 15/10, 
Broadway on the 16th, 
Campden on the 17th and 
lastly an undated circle of 
Mickleton. 

 
Finally Chris showed an Abel Morrall advertising card 
from the 1924 Empire Exhibition which had recently 
sold on eBay and asked members to guess the price 
realised, Sergio was closest with £170, the card 
actually sold for an amazing £190 after 7 different 
bidders made 13 bids. 
 
Our final display came from Malcolm Allinson who 
showed us a 1970 Christmas Airletter with the colour 
black omitted (above right), 

 
 
followed a selection of railway themed miniature 
sheets containing £1 denomination stamps, and finally 
a 1938 Registered and Fragile envelope from 
Portinscale (near Keswick) to Japan via the Siberian 
Railway. 
 
Some members also added to the spirit of the evening 
by providing themselves with mince pies and suitable 
Christmas beverages.  A Happy Christmas to you all. 

Malcolm Allinson 
 
Unfortunately, in compiling the above displays 
beforehand, your Chairman omitted Bill Belford’s 
display due to him forgetting he had it. He 
apologised profusely with suitable embarrassment 
and promised it would feature at the next meeting. 
 
LOCKDOWN ACTIVITIES. 
 

Our editor requests tales of what we have been up to 
over the virus lockdown period. Well, I have been 
active in three philatelic (or more specifically stamp 
collecting) areas, plus a bit of mint Australia infill. 
 

SAAR was the first obsession. Why Saar? Well, I read 
a short article on the subject in a stamp magazine a 
few years ago, particularly relating to the Volkshilfe 
issues, and it struck a chord. Lurking in the back of my 
mind ever since has been the need to do something 
about it. Well, I already had an ordinary Saar 
collection largely lost in the middle of an old ‘Minkus’ 

album, with which I wish to apply for 
the club record of most overloaded 
stamp album (see picture - left).  
Saar, also referred to as Saargebeit 
or Saarland, is the smallest German 
State, excepting the city states. It is 
situated south-east of Luxembourg 
and adjoins the French department 
of Moselle. 

 

Saarland was established in 1920 after WW1 and was 
occupied and governed by France under a league of 
nations mandate. It is a heavily industrialised area with 
large coal resources. It was returned to Nazi Germany 
in 1935 
 

After WWII, the French military administration 
organized the territory as the Saar Protectorate from 
1947.  A 1955 referendum returned Saar to the 
Federal Republic of Germany in January 1957. 
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Saarland used its own currency, the Saar Franc, and 
stamps were issued until 1959. 
 
Stamp Collecting World; “The 
charity issues of Saargebeit are 
extremely popular with collectors of 
art/paintings on stamps, which has 
resulted in these stamps becoming 
quite expensive (right). The 1928 
set, containing the painting by 
Raphael, being the most 
expensive.”  E-bay is my main, 
almost my only, method of buying 
stamps, I find that Saar, even more 
so than most other countries or territories, has a huge 
disparity in prices being asked. There are several 
vendors, particularly in Germany, asking astronomical 
sums, but also a number of more realistic ones, some 
also German. I seem to have been lucky in completing 
my ‘Volkshilfe’ series, with well-priced auctions instead 
of ‘buy it now’. 
 
The other stamps of this relatively short- lived stamp 
issuing territory are a mixed bunch; some quite 
expensive miniature sheets and overprints, a good 

number of more readily attainable 
stamps and some hard-to-find early 
overprints on Bavarian stamps (left). 
Some issues are considerably more 
difficult mint, others more so used. 
The Volkshilfe issues are quite a lot 
more expensive used, needless to 
say mine are mint! 
 
 

GREECE is the second area of endeavour. Not too 
much to report here, except to say that I have been 
attempting to gap-fill my existing collection. Some 
attractive and (to me) interesting stamps, particularly 
airmail, plenty of ‘back of book’, and a complicated 
load of variants on the early issues, many of which to 
my (untrained) eyes all look the same! This journey 
continues. Greece seems to be a popular country 
amongst collectors. Anything remotely difficult seems 
quite well contested on eBay.   
 

MEXICO is the third 
collection I can report on- 
having written up the 
South American countries 
(excluding Surinam and 
the Guianas)), I have been 
working my way through 
the mainland Central 

American countries. Panama, Costa Rica, and Mexico 
were remaining. A few weeks ago I decided Mexico 
could be avoided no longer. Why would I want to? 
Well looking at Gibbons it certainly appeared complex 
and convoluted.  

 
On the political side it has had just about every 
unfortunate imposition. During its stamp-issuing 
lifetime these events have often been reflected in the 
stamp issues- Revolution(s), insurrection, civil war, 
assassinations, and murders, to name a few.  
 
Philatelically there are jumbles of perfs, roulettes, 
imperfs, watermarks, (many) overprints, shades, and 
printers (including American and British). Early issues, 
in common with many South American countries, tend 
to be attractive, complex, and skilful line engraved 
stamps. There are breakaway states, including 
Campeche, Chichuhua and Guadalajara- which issued 
their own stamps for a period- but these are almost all 
quite difficult and very expensive- best avoided. Back 
of the book includes many officials, (mostly 
overprints,) but also postage dues, semi postal 
(charity) stamps, special delivery, insured letter, parcel 
post, postal tax and ‘porte de mar’. Porte de mar are 
stamps to be added to ordinary paid mail, at extra 
cost, to remunerate ‘privateer’ sea captains for onward 
transmission of mail. 
 
Mexico is not as well provided for on eBay as many 
other countries and proving to be something of a 
collecting challenge! 

David Gillespie 

 
FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 

 
Picture postcard of Market Place Redditch around early 1960’s. Not 
much has changed. The road has been pedestrianised, but the shop 

buildings remain extant, even if their wares are different. 

 
Halcyon is produced for members of the Redditch Philatelic Society and anyone else with an interest in stamp collecting.  If you are not a 

member of the Society and are interested in joining, please come along to one of our meetings, on the first and third Thursday of the month 
(September to June) at St. Luke’s Memorial Hall, Headless Cross, Redditch B97 4JX.   Visitors are also welcome to any of our meetings. 

 
You are welcome to visit our website  www.redditch-philatelic.org.uk  for our programme, news, and other Society activities.                      
Articles and statements made in this Newsletter are by individuals and are not necessarily the views or policies of the Society.  


